HO	MAHATMA
terms of settlement. The draft proposed that the Indians should re-
gister voluntarily, and not under any law, and the details to be en-
tered in the certificates should be settled by the Government with the
Indian community. It was also proposed that if the majority of the
Indians underwent voluntary registration, the Government should
repeal the Black Act and take steps to legalize the voluntary registra-
tion. Gandhi who was given a blank cheque by his lieutenants
suggested certain alterations in the draft, but General Smuts was not
in a mood to listen.
On January 30 the superintendent of police at Johannesburg took
Gandhi to meet General Smuts in Pretoria. The train was stopped
specially at Fountain Halt, and Gandhi and his companion entered
a closed carriage and drove to Government Buildings. General Smuts
told Gandhi that he was set free and his proposals were acceptable to
the Government.
Gandhi who had no money on him borrowed some from General
Smuts' secretary for the railway fare. He returned by the 7.45 p.m.
train for Johannesburg arriving at the station at 9 p.m. Straight
from there he drove to the mosque at Newton, where shortly after
midnight Gandhi addressed a gathering of 1,000 Indians. "The res-
ponsibility of the community is largely enhanced by this settlement,"
he said. "We must register voluntarily to show that we do not intend to
bring a single Indian into the Transvaal surreptitiously or by fraud."
As soon as Gandhi finished his speech, a Pathan greeted him with a
volley of questions: "It was you who told us that the fingerprints were
required only from criminals. It was you who said that the struggle
centred round the fingerprints. How does all that fit in with your
attitude today?" Gandhi explained: "It would be sin in virtue of the
Black Act to give even our signatures, not to talk of fingerprints. But
circumstances have now changed. If you require me to salute you by
force and if I submit to you, I will have damned myself in the eyes of
the public and in your eyes as well as in my own. But if I of my own
accord salute you as a brother or fellow man, that evinces my humil-
ity and gentlemanliness."
The Pathan bluntly told Gandhi: "We have heard that you have
betrayed the community and sold it to General Smuts for ;£ 15,000.
We will never give the fingerprints nor allow others to do so. I swear
with Allah as my witness., that I will kill the man who takes the lead
in applying for registration."

